MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
But Authari threatened the Franb as well as the Emperor.
Consequently, in 588-589 Childebert and his mother Brunehaut
sent ambassadors to Constantinople in order to consult with the
Emperor in respect of preparations for a war against the Lombards.1
And in the year 590 a great Prankish army, under the command
of twenty-two dukes, descended into Lombardy.
On the other hand, the Exarch of Ravenna marched against
Authari, who took refuge in Pavia. The Lombard kingdom, which
was all but lost, was saved by the lack of understanding between
its enemies. At this moment, the war against the Persians having
come to an end, the Exarch resumed the offensive, seizing Altinum,
Modena and Mantua.2
The Empire, having now the free disposal of its forces, and
cherishing hopes of the complete reconqucst of Italy,3 broke with
the Franks. This was a disastrous move.
The end of the active alliance between Byzantium and the
Franks was the beginning of a period of great success for the
Lombards. Moreover, the Empire was obliged once more to make
war upon the Persians and to oppose the invasion of the Avars,
leaving the Lombards to do as they willed.
The Franks, on the other hand, refrained from intervention in
Italy. One expedition, which they organized in 6<52H$63, was a
failure; and this was to be the last before the reign of Charlemagne.
A series of truces prepared the way for the peace which was
finally signed in 680 between the Emperor and the Lombards,
dividing Italy between them.
Despite this partial check of the Empire in Italy, it still retained
its formidable prestige, In 629 Hcraclius triumphed over the
1 Already, in 587, Duke Goutram had been sent as ambassador to the
Emperor Maurice. See gasquet, VEmpln byzantin ct k motwchit frmgue,
pp. 185 et seq.
* hartmann, op. dt., vol H, part I, p. 72.
8 In Italy itself this reconquest seemed probable, for in 590 the Patriarch
of Aquileia proposed to postpone until the reconqucst the settlement of the
dispifc between himself and Rome in respect of the three Chapte
op, cit., vol. H, p. 89.
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